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Here is an animated and wonderfully engaging work of cultural history that lays out America’s unruly
past by describing the ways in which cutting loose has always been, and still is, an essential part of
what it means to be an American.
 
From the time the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Americans have defied their stodgy rules and
hierarchies with pranks, dances, stunts, and wild parties, shaping the national character in profound and
lasting ways. In the nation’s earlier eras, revelers flouted Puritans, Patriots pranked Redcoats, slaves
lampooned masters, and forty-niners bucked the saddles of an increasingly uptight middle class. In the
twentieth century, fun-loving Americans celebrated this heritage and pushed it even further: flappers
“barney-mugged” in “petting pantries,” Yippies showered the New York Stock Exchange with dollar bills,
and B-boys invented hip-hop in a war zone in the Bronx.
 
This is the surprising and revelatory history that John Beckman recounts in American Fun. Tying together
captivating stories of Americans’ “pursuit of happiness”—and distinguishing between real, risky fun and the
bland amusements that paved the way for Hollywood, Disneyland, and Xbox—Beckman redefines American
culture with a delightful and provocative thesis.
 
(With black-and-white illustrations throughout.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous
Revolt book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lana Alvis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt as your
daily resource information.

Carmela Randle:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This American Fun: Four Centuries of
Joyous Revolt is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Doris Whobrey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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