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The Mississippi River was a strategic priority for the Union army from the outset of the American Civil War.
By controlling the Mississippi, the North's military forces could effectively split the Confederacy in two and
create economic and logistical havoc for Confederate supply lines that relied on river transportation. A
number of battles were fought for control of the Mississippi, and ultimately the combination of Union troops
supported by Federal gunboats and armored paddle steamers culminated in the surrender of Port Hudson in
July 1863 and Union dominance over the Mississippi waterways. The Battle of Memphis was one such fray
waged for control of the Mississippi. It was a major victory for the Union, one that was over almost before it
began because of luck and lessons the Union fleet learned at a hard-fought battle with the Confederate River
Defense Fleet at Plum Point. Perhaps owing to its swift conclusion, the Battle of Memphis has not received
the scholarly attention of other battles, such as Vicksburg and Forts Henry and Donelson. In To Retain
Command of the Mississippi , Edward B. McCaul Jr. argues that the Battle of Memphis was pivotal in the
Union's efforts to control the Mississippi River. The Union command, by narrowly escaping defeat at Plum
Point, learned invaluable lessons about the Confederate River Defense Fleet and masterfully enacted those
lessons in decisively defeating the Confederate fleet at Memphis. With the Confederacy's river forces
severely crippled after the Battle of Memphis, the Union fleets pushed onward to eventual victory at
Vicksburg. McCaul brings this pivotal river battle back into the American Civil War discussion by
highlighting the Union gains and Confederate losses that led up to the Battle of Memphis and maintaining
that had the battle gone differently, Grant's plans for taking Vicksburg would have been drastically altered.
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From reader reviews:

George Gomez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called To Retain
Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mark Sawyers:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication To Retain Command of the
Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Terry Brown:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis.

Duncan Houghton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled To
Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War
Naval Campaign for Memphis giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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