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The Lotus Sutra has been the most widely read and most revered Buddhist scripture in East Asia since its
translation in the third century. The miracles and parables in the "king of sutras" inspired a variety of images
in China, in particular the sweeping compositions known as transformation tableaux that developed between
the seventh and ninth centuries. Surviving examples in murals painted on cave walls or carved in relief on
Buddhist monuments depict celestial journeys, bodily metamorphoses, cycles of rebirth, and the achievement
of nirvana. Yet the cosmos revealed in these tableaux is strikingly different from that found in the text of the
sutra. Shaping the Lotus Sutra explores this visual world. Challenging long-held assumptions about Buddhist
art, Eugene Wang treats it as a window to an animated and spirited world. Rather than focus on individual
murals as isolated compositions, Wang views the entire body of pictures adorning a cave shrine or a pagoda
as a visual mapping of an imaginary topography that encompasses different temporal and spatial domains.
He demonstrates that the text of the Lotus Sutra does not fully explain the pictures and that a picture, or a
series of them, constitutes its own "text." In exploring how religious pictures sublimate cultural aspirations,
he shows that they can serve both political and religious agendas and that different social forces can co-exist
within the same visual program. These pictures inspired meditative journeys through sophisticated formal
devices such as mirroring, mapping, and spatial programming--analytical categories newly identified by
Wang. The book examines murals in cave shrines at Binglingsi and Dunhuang in northwestern China and
relief sculptures in the grottoes of Yungang in Shanxi, on stelae from Sichuan, and on the Dragon-and-Tiger
pagoda in Shandong, among other sites. By tracing formal impulses in medieval Chinese picture-making,
such as topographic mapping and pictorial illusionism, the author pieces together a wide range of visual
evidence and textual sources to reconstruct the medieval Chinese cognitive style and mental world. The book
is ultimately a history of the Chinese imagination.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

Here thing why this Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval
China giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no publication that similar with Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China in e-book can be
your alternate.

Robert Crawford:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist
Visual Culture in Medieval China that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China become
your current starter.

James Ritchey:

The book untitled Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
learn.

Barry Bennett:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top collection in
your reading list is Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China. This book that is



certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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