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Many Americans in the Early Republic era saw the seas as another field for national aggrandizement. With a
merchant marine that competed against Britain for commercial supremacy and a whaling fleet that circled the
globe, the United States sought a maritime empire to complement its territorial ambitions in North America.
In With Sails Whitening Every Sea, Brian Rouleau argues that because of their ubiquity in foreign ports,
American sailors were the principal agents of overseas foreign relations in the early republic. Their everyday
encounters and more problematic interactions—barroom brawling, sexual escapades in port-city bordellos,
and the performance of blackface minstrel shows—shaped how the United States was perceived overseas.

Rouleau details both the mariners' "working-class diplomacy" and the anxieties such interactions inspired
among federal authorities and missionary communities, who saw the behavior of American sailors as mere
debauchery. Indiscriminate violence and licentious conduct, they feared, threatened both mercantile profit
margins and the nation’s reputation overseas. As Rouleau chronicles, the world’s oceans and seaport spaces
soon became a battleground over the terms by which American citizens would introduce themselves to the
world. But by the end of the Civil War, seamen were no longer the nation’s principal ambassadors. Hordes of
wealthy tourists had replaced seafarers, and those privileged travelers moved through a world characterized
by consolidated state and corporate authority. Expanding nineteenth-century America’s master narrative
beyond the water’s edge, With Sails Whitening Every Sea reveals the maritime networks that bound the Early
Republic to the wider world.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time
to be read. With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the Making of an American Maritime Empire
(The United States in the World) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.

Jonathan Gomes:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the
Making of an American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World) can give you a lot of pals
because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the Making of an
American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World).

Leslie Bergeron:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners
and the Making of an American Maritime Empire (The United States in the World).

Elizabeth Givens:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the Making of an American Maritime Empire (The
United States in the World) when you needed it?
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