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Donald Raleigh's Soviet Baby Boomers traces the collapse of the Soviet Union and the transformation of
Russia into a modern, highly literate, urban society through the fascinating life stories of the country's first
post-World War II, Cold War generation.

For this book, Raleigh has interviewed sixty 1967 graduates of two "magnet" secondary schools that offered
intensive instruction in English, one in Moscow and one in provincial Saratov. Part of the generation that
began school the year the country launched Sputnik into space, they grew up during the Cold War, but in a
Soviet Union increasingly distanced from the excesses of Stalinism. In this post-Stalin era, the Soviet
leadership dismantled the Gulag, ruled without terror, promoted consumerism, and began to open itself to an
outside world still fearful of Communism. Raleigh is one of the first scholars of post-1945 Soviet history to
draw extensively on oral history, a particularly useful approach in studying a country where the boundaries
between public and private life remained porous and the state sought to peer into every corner of people's
lives. During and after the dissolution of the USSR, Russian citizens began openly talking about their past,
trying to make sense of it, and Raleigh has made the most of this new forthrightness. He has created an
extraordinarily rich composite narrative and embedded it in larger historical narratives of Cold War, de-
Stalinization, "overtaking" America, opening up to the outside world, economic stagnation, dissent,
emigration, the transition to a market economy, the transformation of class, ethnic, and gender relations, and
globalization.

Including rare photographs of daily life in Cold War Russia, Soviet Baby Boomers offers an intimate portrait
of a generation that has remained largely faceless until now.
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From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War
Generation (Oxford Oral History Series).

Patricia Stewart:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford
Oral History Series) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to give to you. The writer of Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation
(Oxford Oral History Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now
thinking Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History
Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Tom Carter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series).
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one place to other place.

Ronald Folk:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's
Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral
History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) can to be your friend when you're



truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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