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During the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther instituted new ideologies addressing gender, marriage,
chastity, and religious life that threatened Catholic monasticism. Yet many living in cloistered religious
communities, particularly women, refused to accept these new terms and were successful in their opposition
to the new Protestant culture.

Focusing primarily on a group of Dominican nuns in Strasbourg, Germany, Amy Leonard's Nails in the Wall
outlines the century-long battle between these nuns and the Protestant city council. With savvy strategies that
employed charm, wealth, and political and social connections, the nuns were able to sustain their Catholic
practices. Leonard's in-depth archival research uncovers letters about and records of the nuns' struggle to
maintain their religious beliefs and way of life in the face of Protestant reforms. She tells the story of how
they worked privately to keep Catholicism alive-continuing to pray in Latin, smuggling in priests to celebrate
Mass, and secretly professing scores of novices to ensure the continued survival of their convents. This
fascinating and heartening study shows that, far from passively allowing the Protestants to dismantle their
belief system, the women of the Strasbourg convents were active participants in the battle over their vocation
and independence.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Nails in the
Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Carman Robertson:

This Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) are usually
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Nails in the
Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) can be on the list of great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Nails in the
Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ruth Ford:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in
Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lori Gonzales:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in
Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in
Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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