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Liberia, a small West African country that has been wracked by violence and civil war since 1989, seems a
paradoxical place in which to examine questions of democracy and popular participation. Yet Liberia is also
the oldest republic in Africa, having become independent in 1847 after colonization by an American
philanthropic organization as a refuge for "Free People of Color" from the United States. Many analysts have
attributed the violent upheaval and state collapse Liberia experienced in the 1980s and 1990s to a lack of
democratic institutions and long-standing patterns of autocracy, secrecy, and lack of transparency. Liberia:
The Violence of Democracy is a response, from an anthropological perspective, to the literature on
neopatrimonialism in Africa.

Mary H. Moran argues that democracy is not a foreign import into Africa but that essential aspects of what
we in the West consider democratic values are part of the indigenous African traditions of legitimacy and
political process. In the case of Liberia, these democratic traditions include institutionalized checks and
balances operating at the local level that allow for the voices of structural subordinates (women and younger
men) to be heard and be effective in making claims. Moran maintains that the violence and state collapse that
have beset Liberia and the surrounding region in the past two decades cannot be attributed to ancient tribal
hatreds or neopatrimonial leaders who are simply a modern version of traditional chiefs. Rather, democracy
and violence are intersecting themes in Liberian history that have manifested themselves in numerous
contexts over the years.

Moran challenges many assumptions about Africa as a continent and speaks in an impassioned voice about
the meanings of democracy and violence within Liberia.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

The book Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political Violence) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political Violence)? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography
of Political Violence) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Roger Lindsey:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Liberia: The Violence
of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political Violence), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Hazel Makowski:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can
you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The
Ethnography of Political Violence).

George Privette:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Liberia: The Violence of
Democracy (The Ethnography of Political Violence) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to available a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The
Ethnography of Political Violence) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse



using what must you're doing of their time.
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