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They work hard, are devoted to family, love sex, and know the importance of a good piece of real estate.
Honey bees, and the daily workings of their close-knit colonies, are one of nature's great miracles. And they
produce one of nature's greatest edible bounties: honey. More than just a palate pleaser, honey was once an
offering to the gods, a preservative, and a medicine whose sought-after curative powers were detailed in
ancient texts . . . and are being rediscovered by modern medical science.

In Letters from the Hive, Prof. Stephen Buchmann takes us into the hive--nursery, honey factory, queen's
inner sanctum--and out to the world of backyard gardens, open fields, and deserts in full bloom, where the
age-old sexual dance between flowers and bees makes life on earth as we know it possible. Hailed for their
hard work, harmonious society, and, mistakenly, for their celibacy, bees have a link to our species that goes
beyond biology. In Letters from the Hive, Buchmann explores the fascinating role of bees in human culture
and mythology, following the "honey hunters" of native cultures in Malaysia, the Himalayas, and the
Australian Outback as they risk life and limb to locate a treasure as valuable as any gold.

To contemplate a world without bees is to imagine a desolate place, culturally and biologically, and
Buchmann shows how with each acre of land sacrificed to plow, parking lot, or shopping mall, we inch
closer to what could become a chilling reality. He also offers honey-based recipes, cooking tips, and home
remedies--further evidence of the gifts these creatures have bestowed on us.

Told with wit, wisdom, and affection, and rich with anecdote and science, Letters from the Hive is nature
writing at its best. This is natural history to be treasured, a sweet tribute that buzzes with life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind.

Lizzie Chandler:

The book Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey,
and Humankind has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search
the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Hart:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Jeremy Clayton:

Beside this kind of Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and
Humankind because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find
this book along with read it from currently!
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