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From the colonial period to the end of the Civil War, children’s books taught young Americans how to be
good citizens and gave them the freedom, autonomy, and possibility to imagine themselves as such, despite
the actual limitations of the law concerning child citizenship. Imaginary Citizens argues that the origin and
evolution of the concept of citizenship in the United States centrally involved struggles over the meaning and
boundaries of childhood.

Children were thought of as more than witnesses to American history and governance?they were
representatives of "the people" in general. Early on, the parent-child relationship was used as an analogy for
the relationship between England and America, and later, the president was equated to a father and the
people to his children.

There was a backlash, however. In order to contest the patriarchal idea that all individuals owed childlike
submission to their rulers, Americans looked to new theories of human development that limited political
responsibility to those with a mature ability to reason. Yet Americans also based their concept of citizenship
on the idea that all people are free and accountable at every age. Courtney Weikle-Mills discusses such
characters as Goody Two-Shoes, Ichabod Crane, and Tom Sawyer in terms of how they reflect these
conflicting ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Imaginary
Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Levi Ryan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868.

Lynette Petree:

Beside this Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868 in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American
Independence, 1640-1868 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times
have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Mary Scruggs:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of
American Independence, 1640-1868 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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