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In April 1969, one of America's premier universities was celebrating parents' weekend-and the student union
was an armed camp, occupied by over eighty defiant members of the campus's Afro-American Society.
Marching out Sunday night, the protesters brandished rifles, their maxim: "If we die, you are going to die."
Cornell '69 is an electrifying account of that weekend which probes the origins of the drama and describes
how it was played out not only at Cornell but on campuses across the nation during the heyday of American
liberalism.Donald Alexander Downs tells the story of how Cornell University became the battleground for
the clashing forces of racial justice, intellectual freedom, and the rule of law.

Eyewitness accounts and retrospective interviews depict the explosive events of the day and bring the key
participants into sharp focus: the Afro-American Society, outraged at a cross-burning incident on campus
and demanding amnesty for its members implicated in other protests; University President James A. Perkins,
long committed to addressing the legacies of racism, seeing his policies backfire and his career collapse; the
faculty, indignant at the university's surrender, rejecting the administration's concessions, then reversing
itself as the crisis wore on. The weekend's traumatic turn of events is shown by Downs to be a harbinger of
the debates raging today over the meaning of the university in American society. He explores the
fundamental questions it posed, questions Americans on and off campus are still struggling to answer: What
is the relationship between racial justice and intellectual freedom? What are the limits in teaching identity
politics? And what is the proper meaning of the university in a democratic polity?
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From reader reviews:

Paul Butler:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Cornell '69: Liberalism and the Crisis of the
American University. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important any book Cornell '69: Liberalism and the Crisis of the American University. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jennifer Games:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely Cornell '69: Liberalism and the Crisis of the American University.

William Carroll:

This Cornell '69: Liberalism and the Crisis of the American University is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Cornell '69: Liberalism and the Crisis of the American University in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Mildred Vang:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Cornell '69: Liberalism and the Crisis of the American University when you
required it?
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