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Hal Ashby (1929–1988) was always an outsider, and as a director he brought an outsider's perspective to
Hollywood cinema. After moving to California from a Mormon household in Utah, he created eccentric
films that reflected the uncertain social climate of the 1970s. Whether it is his enduring cult classic Harold
and Maude (1971) or the iconic Being There (1979), Ashby's artistry is unmistakable. His skill for blending
intense drama with off-kilter comedy attracted A-list actors and elicited powerful performances from Jack
Nicholson in The Last Detail (1973), Warren Beatty and Julie Christie in Shampoo (1975), and Jon Voight
and Jane Fonda in Coming Home (1979). Yet the man behind these films is still something of a mystery.

In Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel, author Nick Dawson for the first time tells the story of a
man whose thoughtful and challenging body of work continues to influence modern filmmakers and whose
life was as dramatic and unconventional as his films. Ashby began his career as an editor, and it did not take
long for his talents to be recognized. He won an Academy Award in 1967 for editing In the Heat of the Night
and leveraged his success as an editor to pursue his true passion: directing. Crafting seminal films that
steered clear of mainstream conventions yet attracted both popular and critical praise, Ashby became one of
the quintessential directors of the 1970s New Hollywood movement.

No matter how much success Ashby achieved, he was never able to escape the ghosts of his troubled
childhood. The divorce of his parents, his father's suicide, and his own marriage and divorce?all before the
age of nineteen?led to a lifelong struggle with drugs for which he became infamous in Hollywood. And yet,
contrary to mythology, it was not Ashby's drug abuse that destroyed his career but a fundamental mismatch
between the director and the stifling climate of 1980s studio filmmaking. Although his name may not be
recognized by many of today's filmgoers, Hal Ashby is certainly familiar to filmmakers. Despite his
untimely death in 1988, his legacy of innovation and individuality continues to influence a generation of
independent directors, including Wes Anderson, Sean Penn, and the Coen brothers, who place substance and
style above the pursuit of box-office success.

In this groundbreaking and exhaustively researched biography, Nick Dawson draws on firsthand interviews
and personal papers from Ashby's estate to offer an intimate look at the tumultuous life of an artist unwilling
to conform or compromise.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Being Hal Ashby: Life of a
Hollywood Rebel (Screen Classics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Danny Exum:

The knowledge that you get from Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel (Screen Classics) is the more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel (Screen
Classics) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that
Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel (Screen Classics) instantly.

Lily Spivey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel (Screen
Classics) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel (Screen Classics) to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

John Cheung:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood
Rebel (Screen Classics) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and read it. Beside that the book Being Hal Ashby: Life of a Hollywood Rebel (Screen Classics)
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of



their time.
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