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In a secluded valley high in the Andes Mountains, long before the time of the Incas and the Aztecs, the
empire of the Aymara rose from the shores of Lake Titicaca and flourished for nearly a thousand years. The
secrets of the Aymara civilization, one of the first great empires of the Americas, have only recently been
deciphered from the haunting ruins of their splendid temples, among which their contemporary descendants
still live and work today.

In Valley of the Spirits, Alan Kolata takes us deep into the mystical world of the Aymara, where past and
present come together and the spirits of ancient ancestors still speak to shamans in the voices of mountain
springs. Kolata's unique knowledge of the Aymara is based on 17 years of research at the site of the ancient
empire.

Its crown jewel was the dazzling ancient capital of Tiahuanaco, whose gold and silver-appointed temples and
"monumental stone sculptures intensified the mythic aura of the city, imbuing it with a quality of the
supernatural." From A.D. 400-1100, it was the spiritual center of the Andean world. According to Aymara
myth, the creator god Viracocha brought man to life from the springs and rocks of Tiahuanaco's sacred
landscape.

The city's rich symbolism linked man inextricably to the majestic plan--and the cyclical fates--of nature.
Royal priests performed elaborate animal and human sacrifices and buried human trophy heads and the
mummified remains of Aymara kings in lavish religious pageants. So impressive was the legacy of
Tiahuanaco that the Inca rulers claimed descent from the Aymara kings more than 500 years after the
empire's mysterious catastrophic demise.

Kolata deciphers the mysteries of the ancient monuments, from the massive Akapana pyramid, the symbol of
sacred mountains, and of fertility and abundance, to the imposing archway known as the Gateway of the Sun,
among the most exquisite artistic monuments of the ancient Americas. And he takes us into the
contemporary world of the Aymara as well, where shamans recite the names of ancestral spirits in a hypnotic
protocol of remembrance and homage to Lady Earth and Lord Sky.

"To anyone fascinated by the total experience of humans, to anyone who wishes to go beyond the familiar
world, to anyone wanting to push the envelope of their own perceptions, a sojourn into the mind and history
of the Aymara is disturbing, exhilarating, and ultimately unforgettable."--Alan Kolata, in his Introduction to
Valley of the Spirits
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From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara.

Patsy Hall:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into
the Lost Realm of the Aymara that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara become
your own personal starter.

Michael Banks:

The book untitled Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice read.

Marlene Clabaugh:

You can get this Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways



for you.

Download and Read Online Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the
Lost Realm of the Aymara Alan L. Kolata #FH76OMAY2JR



Read Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the
Aymara by Alan L. Kolata for online ebook

Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L. Kolata Free PDF d0wnl0ad,
audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L.
Kolata books to read online.

Online Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L.
Kolata ebook PDF download

Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L. Kolata Doc

Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L. Kolata Mobipocket

Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L. Kolata EPub

Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L. Kolata Ebook online

Valley of the Spirits: A Journey Into the Lost Realm of the Aymara by Alan L. Kolata Ebook PDF


