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The epic and controversial story of the development of the first widely used normal human cell-line
and, through it, some of the world’s most important vaccines
 
In June 1962, a young biologist at the Wistar Institute in Philadelphia, Leonard Hayflick, using tissue
extracted from an aborted fetus from Sweden, finally created the sterile biological environment that would
allow for the creation of vaccines against common childhood diseases like measles, mumps, and rubella,
along with less common killers like hepatitis. Before the German measles vaccine was invented, tens of
thousands of children suffered crippling birth defects if their mothers were exposed to the disease while
pregnant.
 
The vaccine itself was developed by Hayflick’s colleague Stanley Plotkin, in the midst of a devastating
rubella epidemic that swept the country in 1964 and 1965. Plotkin’s vaccine effectively wiped out home-
grown rubella. The fetal cells that Hayflick derived are used to make vaccines that have now been given to
nearly 350 million people—the overwhelming majority of them U.S. preschoolers; a copycat group of cells,
developed with the methods that Hayflick pioneered, has been used to make an additional six billion
vaccines. They have protected people the world over from polio, rabies, chicken pox, measles, hepatitis A,
shingles, and adenovirus.
 
Meredith Wadman’s masterful account recovers not only the science of this urgent race, but the political
roadblocks that nearly stopped the scientists. It also tells a profoundly human story about the agony of
pregnant women exposed to German measles, the ethics of testing on infants, orphans and mentally disabled
children, the war (still raging) over using human fetal tissue in research, and yet another unrecognized
woman whose cells have been used to save countless lives. It also tracks the arrival of big commerce onto
campus labs: in the 1960s and 1970s, a tug-of-war over who “owned” the cells peaked just as huge changes
occurred in attitudes and laws governing who could make money from biological inventions, turning
scientists into biotech entrepreneurs almost overnight. No medical story could have more human drama,
impact, or urgency today.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Proctor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and
the Human Costs of Defeating Disease in Postwar America.

Johnny Powers:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics,
and the Human Costs of Defeating Disease in Postwar America is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kristi Goins:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs
of Defeating Disease in Postwar America as the daily resource information.

Donna Gamble:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human
Costs of Defeating Disease in Postwar America why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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