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Were Acadians better off than their rural counterparts in old regime France? Did they enjoy a Golden Age?
To what degree did a distinct Acadian identity emerge before the wars and deportations of the mid-
eighteenth century? In Something of a Peasant Paradise?, Gregory Kennedy compares Acadie in North
America with a region of western France, the Loudunais, from which a number of the colonists originated.

Kennedy considers the natural environment, the role of the state, the economy, the seigneury, and local
governance in each place to show that similarities between the two societies have been greatly
underestimated or ignored. The Acadian colonists and the people of the Loudunais were frontier peoples,
with dispersed settlement patterns based on kin groups, who sought to make the best use of the land and to
profit from trade opportunities. Both societies were hierarchical, demonstrated a high degree of political
agency, and employed the same institutions of local governance to organize their affairs and negotiate state
demands. Neither group was inherently more prosperous, egalitarian, or independent-minded than the other.
Rather, the emergence of a distinct Acadian identity can be traced to the gradual adaptation of traditional
methods, institutions, and ideas to their new environmental and political situations.

A compelling comparative analysis based on archival evidence on both sides of the Atlantic, Something of a
Peasant Paradise? Challenges the traditional historiography and demonstrates that Acadian society shared
many of its characteristics with other French rural societies of the period.
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From reader reviews:

Alysa Appel:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Something of a Peasant Paradise?: Comparing Rural Societies
in Acadie and the Loudunais, 1604-1755.

Richard Vazquez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Something of a
Peasant Paradise?: Comparing Rural Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais, 1604-1755? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Sabrina King:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Something of a Peasant Paradise?: Comparing
Rural Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais, 1604-1755 as your daily resource information.

Lila Costillo:

Often the book Something of a Peasant Paradise?: Comparing Rural Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais,
1604-1755 has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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