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In this critical work on the political thought of Leo Strauss, Sean Noah Walsh addresses Leo Strauss’s claims
about esotericism in the philosophic texts of Plato. He challenges Strauss’s understanding of esoteric writing
as an attempt by Plato to secretly encode the highest truths “exclusively between the lines” in order to avoid
persecution. Indeed, through the character of Socrates, the speaker with whom Plato is inextricably
associated, Walsh asserts that Plato’s exoteric writings were sufficiently incendiary and provocative to
demonstrate that a fear of persecution was not his highest priority. The politics that follow from Strauss’s
thought depend on the interpretation of these Platonic philosophical bases and by analyzing how the problem
of fear has been confronted in the works of Plato and Leo Strauss, Walsh offers a direct and thorough
account of the politics that emerge from Strauss’s esoteric reading of political philosophy.

Applying Lacanian psychoanalysis, Walsh investigates the discourse of Straussian esotericism. and examines
Plato’s writing for examples of exoteric risk, subjecting both Plato and Strauss’s writings to Lacan's
psychoanalytic technique for interpreting the function of desire in discourse. Given the continuing influence
of Strauss’s ideas on contemporary politics, particularly within American foreign policy, Walsh’s
examination of this Straussian esotericism for these effects will prove an interesting read for political
theorists, international relations scholars, and philosophers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism
and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important any book Perversion and the Art of Persecution:
Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Brandon Li:

This Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss is
great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great
plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism
and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right
but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that?

Robert Riggio:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Perversion and the Art of
Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss is simple to develop you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Arthur Coe:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss which



is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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