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This is the first book-length examination of Bartók's 1911 opera Duke Bluebeard's Castle, one of the
twentieth century's enduring operatic works. Writing in an engaging style, Leafstedt adopts an
interdisciplinary approach to the opera by introducing, in addition to music-dramatic analysis, a number of
topics that are new to the field of Bartók studies. These new areas of critical and scholarly terrain include a
detailed literary study of the libretto and a gender-focused analysis of the opera's female character, Judith.

Leafstedt begins with a short introductory chapter that places Duke Bluebeard's Castle within the context of
Bartók's early composing career, his discovery of folk music, and its impact on his later work. The book goes
on to explore the composition's troubled history, its failure to win two early Hungarian opera competitions,
and the three versions of the ending that resulted, discussed here in depth for the first time. The core of the
book is devoted to the musical and dramatic organization of the opera and offers an analysis of the seven
individual door scenes, including a detailed analysis of scene six, the "lake of tears" scene, illustrating the
work's complex tonal organization and dramatic structure. A separate chapter places this darkly
psychological version of the Bluebeard story within the broader context of European history and literature.

Throughout the book, Leafstedt draws on original Hungarian source material, much of it newly translated by
the author and available here for the first time in English, and he includes a generous selection of musical
examples. Inside Bluebeard's Castle is an ideal starting point for research in twentieth-century music,
Hungarian cultural history, and opera studies, as well as an invaluable guide for anyone interested in Bartók's
only opera.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Inside Bluebeard's Castle: Music and
Drama in Béla Bartók's Opera to read.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Often the book Inside Bluebeard's Castle: Music and Drama in Béla Bartók's Opera will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Inside Bluebeard's Castle: Music and
Drama in Béla Bartók's Opera is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lynne Silva:

Beside that Inside Bluebeard's Castle: Music and Drama in Béla Bartók's Opera in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Inside Bluebeard's Castle: Music and Drama in Béla Bartók's Opera
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Mamie Crossett:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Inside Bluebeard's Castle: Music and Drama in Béla
Bartók's Opera can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Inside Bluebeard's
Castle: Music and Drama in Béla Bartók's Opera.
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