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From the mysterious glosses by 'EK' in the poetry of Edmund Spenser, to the self-commentary in Vladimir
Nabokov's Pale Fire, readers of literature have been fascinated by the comments, addenda, and footnotes
added by authors to their own work. In this insightful and original work, Sherry Roush investigates poets'
motivations for writing glosses. She argues that self-commentary differs fundamentally from standard
commentary, and that it does not necessarily impose an authoritative reading, determine the poem's
significance, or furnish factual autobiographical information. Rather, self-commentary presents an intriguing
ulterior poetic dimension and adds to the inherent tension of the text.

Roush focuses her study on three pairs of authors, each representing a distinct historical-contextual period:
Dante and Boccaccio in the early Italian self-commentative tradition, Lorenzo de' Medici and Girolamo
Benivieni in high Renaissance Florence, and Giordano Bruno and Tommaso Campanella at the turn of the
seventeenth century. Through numerous examples, Roush highlights the non-linear development of this
mixed genre, and shows how poetic self-commentaries respond to unique literary, historical, and political
exigencies, and offer keys to understanding the underlying poetic message. This seminal study will be of
particular value to scholars interested in poetry, hermeneutics, autobiography, and Renaissance studies.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

Here thing why that Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella
(Toronto Italian Studies) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it
really depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Hermes' Lyre: Italian
Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian
Studies). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian
Studies) in e-book can be your option.

Matthew Thompson:

Exactly why? Because this Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso
Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Michael Hale:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-
Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Hermes' Lyre:
Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) become your
current starter.



Larhonda Kennedy:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso
Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) when you desired it?
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