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In Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal, Mary Macdonald
Ogden examines the first fifty years of the life and work of South Carolina's Wil Lou Gray (1883-1984), an
uncompromising advocate of public and private programs to improve education, health, citizen participation,
and culture in the Palmetto State. Motivated by the southern educational reform crusade, her own excellent
education, and the high levels of illiteracy she observed in South Carolina, Gray capitalized on the emergent
field of adult education before and after World War I to battle the racism, illiteracy, sexism, and political
lethargy commonplace in her native state.

As state superintendent of adult schools from 1919 to 1946, one of only two such superintendents in the
nation, and through opportunity schools, adult night schools, pilgrimages, and media campaigns--all of
which she pioneered--Gray transformed South Carolina's anti-illiteracy campaign from a plan of eradication
to a comprehensive program of adult education. Ogden's biography reveals how Gray successfully secured
small but meaningful advances for both black and white adults in the face of harsh economic conditions,
pervasive white supremacy attitudes, and racial violence. Gray's socially progressive politics brought change
in the first decades of the twentieth century.

Gray was a refined, sophisticated upper-class South Carolinian who played Canasta, loved tomato aspic, and
served meals at the South Carolina Opportunity School on china with cloth napkins. She was also a lifelong
Democrat, a passionate supporter of equality of opportunity, a masterful politician, a workaholic, and in her
last years a vociferous supporter of government programs such as Medicare and nonprofits such as Planned
Parenthood.

She had a remarkable grasp of the issues that plagued her state and, with deep faith in the power of
government to foster social justice, developed innovative ways to address those problems despite real
financial, political, and social barriers to progress. Her life is an example of how one person with bravery,
tenacity, and faith in humanity can grasp the power of government to improve society.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Harris:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to
New Deal.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Precisely why? Because this Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New
Deal is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Shirley Eagle:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern
Progressive from New South to New Deal, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

John Negron:

This Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Wil Lou Gray:
The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal can be the light food for you because
the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide



especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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