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Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and
terminology associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint
is taken throughout. Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of
word classes (such as noun, verb, adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world’s
languages. Grammatical constructions and relationships between words in a clause are explained and
thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as subject and object; function-changing
processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes, including both ergative and
accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars; configurational
and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and illustrates
the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of a language known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the
text, with languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The
book will be essential for courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as
well as for basic syntactic description.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Understanding Syntax
(Understanding Language) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you could pick Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) become your current
starter.

James Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Understanding Syntax (Understanding
Language) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Understanding Syntax
(Understanding Language) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Cheri Whaley:

The book untitled Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new
time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Margarito Rone:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) we can have more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Understanding Syntax
(Understanding Language). You can more inviting than now.
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