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"The essential reference work for Soviet/Russian space history . . . for anyone hoping to make sense of the
too many 'truths' of Soviet Space history."--Journal of Military History

"We finally have a definitive English-language history covering the first three decades of the Soviet Union's
space program. Sixteen years in the making, Asif Siddiqi's amazingly detailed book provides a kaleidoscopic
view of the technical and political evolution of Soviet missile and space projects. . . . a veritable gold-mind
of factual information."--Air Power History

"An extraordinary volume. . . . This is not simply an account of one side of the space race. It is nothing less
than the first full-scale, detailed explanation of how and why the Soviet Union led the world into space. It
belongs on the shelf of every historian with an interest in flight, technology and politics, the Cold War, or
any one of a score of related topics."--The Public Historian

"No space buff's library will be complete without this book. Readers will marvel at the complex interactions
between design bureaus, and will enjoy getting to know the people behind the failed Soviet effort--a vital
step toward putting Apollo's victory in context."--Smithsonian Air and Space

"Absolutely mandatory on the bookshelf of anyone interested in space."--Encyclopedia Astronautica

First published by NASA in 2000 as Challenge to Apollo, these two volumes are the first comprehensive
history of the Soviet-manned space programs covering a period of thirty years, from the end of World War
II, when the Soviets captured German rocket technology, to the collapse of their moon program in the mid-
1970s.

The spectacular Soviet successes of Sputnik--the first Earth satellite (1957) and Yuri Gagarin--the first man
in space (1961) shocked U.S. leaders and prompted President John F. Kennedy to set the goal of landing a
man on the moon before the end of the 1960s. The moon race culminated with the historic landing of Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on the moon in 1969 (coincidentally the first Soviet unmanned moon probe
crashed on its surface while the American astronauts were at Tranquility Base).

The epic story of the Soviet space program remained shrouded in secrecy until the unprecedented opening of
top secret documents. Based almost entirely on these Russian-language sources and numerous interviews
with veterans, Siddiqi's book breaks through the rumors, hearsay, and speculation that characterized books
on the Soviet space program published during the Cold War years. Supplementing the text with dozens of
previously classified photographs, he weaves together the technical, political, and personal history of the
major Soviet space programs, providing the other side of the history of human space flight.

Asif A. Siddiqi is a Ph.D. candidate in history at Carnegie Mellon University.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Soviet Space Race with Apollo ended up
being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide The Soviet Space Race with Apollo is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book The Soviet Space Race with Apollo. You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Judith Bowman:

Here thing why this kind of The Soviet Space Race with Apollo are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious
as food or not. The Soviet Space Race with Apollo giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Soviet Space Race with Apollo. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of The Soviet Space Race with Apollo in e-book can be your option.

Corey Johnson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Soviet Space Race with Apollo.

Clara Duke:

The reason? Because this The Soviet Space Race with Apollo is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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