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What distinguishes evils from ordinary wrongs? Is hatred a necessarily evil? Are some evils unforgivable?
Are there evils we should tolerate? What can make evils hard to recognize? Are evils inevitable? How can
we best respond to and live with evils?

Claudia Card offers a secular theory of evil that responds to these questions and more. Evils, according to her
theory, have two fundamental components. One component is reasonably foreseeable intolerable harm --
harm that makes a life indecent and impossible or that makes a death indecent. The other component is
culpable wrongdoing. Atrocities, such as genocides, slavery, war rape, torture, and severe child abuse, are
Card's paradigms because in them these key elements are writ large. Atrocities deserve more attention than
secular philosophers have so far paid them. They are distinguished from ordinary wrongs not by the
psychological states of evildoers but by the seriousness of the harm that is done. Evildoers need not be
sadistic: they may simply be negligent or unscrupulous in pursuing their goals.

Card's theory represents a compromise between classic utilitarian and stoic alternatives (including Kant's
theory of radical evil). Utilitarians tend to reduce evils to their harms; Stoics tend to reduce evils to the
wickedness of perpetrators: Card accepts neither reduction. She also responds to Nietzsche's challenges
about the worth of the concept of evil, and she uses her theory to argue that evils are more important than
merely unjust inequalities. She applies the theory in explorations of war rape and violence against intimates.
She also takes up what Primo Levi called "the gray zone", where victims become complicit in perpetrating
on others evils that threaten to engulf themselves. While most past accounts of evil have focused on
perpetrators, Card begins instead from the position of the victims, but then considers more generally how to
respond to -- and live with -- evils, as victims, as perpetrators, and as those who have become both.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Atrocity
Paradigm: A Theory of Evil suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evilis the main of several books that everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Milton Hill:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Atrocity Paradigm: A
Theory of Evil which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Miguel Ross:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil was vibrant and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
that will.

Karen Huff:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil to
make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the reserve The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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