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In 1886, Queen Ranavalona III of the African island nation of Madagascar offered U.S. President Grover
Cleveland two striking handwoven silk textiles. The American government later reciprocated with an
autographed photographic portrait of the president. Although on the surface a straightforward diplomatic
exchange, the objects used--and the ideas behind them--reveal a wealth of information about the culture and
history of Madagascar, and its relations with the West.

The essays in Objects as Envoys contextualize and explain the broader significance of this exchange, deftly
interweaving discussions of cloth production, international diplomacy, and popular representations of
Madagascar and the Malagasy people in Europe and the United States. Together they tell a fascinating story
of the people and history of this island country.

The first two essays provide a comprehensive survey of Madagascar's textiles, past and present. They
examine the importance of cloth to the Malagasy, both as creative works of art and as objects imbued with
great social and cultural significance. From simple cotton wrappers and raffia work shirts to delicately
textured, vibrantly colored silk lama, textiles--the quintessential Malagasy gift--have been used in
Madagascar to mark ethnic and gender identity, to indicate status and power relations, to create and
renegotiate social ties, to serve as tribute to the dead, and to promote diplomatic overtures to foreign nations.
When used as envoys, however, objects are likely to acquire new meanings, as recipients re-interpret and use
them according to their own cultural understandings.

The little-known history of American-Malagasy ties is explored through the compelling biography of John
Lewis Waller, an African American born into slavery who, as the American consul to Madagascar from 1891
to 1894, both supported Madagascar's independence and dreamed of establishing an all-black colony there.

The exchanges--and also the misunderstandings--that have characterized the meetings between Madagascar
and Western nations and peoples are further examined through a study of the ways in which 19th-century
photographs and other visual images were used by Westerners to create stereotypes of the Malagasy and by
the Malagasy themselves to create and project identities of their own choosing.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hightower:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but
if you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Objects as
Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Therese Webb:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar as your daily
resource information.

Lawrence Abbate:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in
Madagascar why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Richard Dike:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar when you needed it?
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