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From a writer with long and high-level experience in the U.S. government, a startling and provocative
assessment of America’s global dominance. Maximalist puts the history of our foreign policy in an
unexpected new light, while drawing fresh, compelling lessons for the present and future.

When the United States has succeeded in the world, Stephen Sestanovich argues, it has done so not by
staying the course but by having to change it—usually amid deep controversy and uncertainty. For decades,
the United States has been a power like no other. Yet presidents and policy makers worry that they—and,
even more, their predecessors—haven’t gotten things right. Other nations, they say to themselves, contribute
little to meeting common challenges. International institutions work badly. An effective foreign policy costs
too much. Public support is shaky. Even the greatest successes often didn’t feel that way at the time.      
    
Sestanovich explores the dramatic results of American global primacy built on these anxious foundations,
recounting cycles of overcommitment and underperformance, highs of achievement and confidence followed
by lows of doubt. We may think there was a time when America’s international role reflected bipartisan
unity, policy continuity, and a unique ability to work with others, but Maximalist tells a different story—one
of divided administrations and divisive decision making, of clashes with friends and allies, of regular
attempts to set a new direction. Doing too much has always been followed by doing too little, and vice versa.

Maximalist unearths the backroom stories and personalities that bring American foreign policy to life. Who
knew how hard Lyndon Johnson fought to stay out of the war in Vietnam—or how often Henry Kissinger
ridiculed the idea of visiting China? Who remembers that George Bush Sr. found Ronald Reagan’s
diplomacy too passive—or that Bush Jr. considered Bill Clinton’s too active? Leaders and scoundrels alike
emerge from this retelling in sharper focus than ever before. Sestanovich finds lessons in the past that
anticipate and clarify our chaotic present. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

This Maximalist: America in the World from Truman to Obama tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Maximalist: America in the World from Truman to Obama can be
on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Maximalist: America in the World from Truman to Obama forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Darrell Guess:

The publication with title Maximalist: America in the World from Truman to Obama has lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Maximalist:
America in the World from Truman to Obama which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Zandra Woods:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Maximalist: America in the World from
Truman to Obama can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Maximalist: America in the
World from Truman to Obama.
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