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This original work is an unusual effort to relate modern constitutional politics to the moral character of
American culture. Writing in non-technical language, Nagel demonstrates how judicial decisions embody
wider social tendencies toward moral evasiveness, privatization, and opportunism. He shows that
constitutional interpretation is often used to stifle political disagreement and, ultimately, to censor our own
beliefs and traditions.

The discussion ranges over such controversial topics as political correctness on the campus and in the case
law, resistance to constitutional rights like abortion, the confirmation hearings of Clarence Thomas and
Robert Bork, and judicial decisions on such issues as pornography, flag-burning, gay rights, school prayer,
and school desegregation. The analysis crosses conventional political and philosophical lines. Nagel sees
fundamental similarities between liberal theorists like Ronald Dworkin and conservatives like Bork. He
traces judicial arrogance to the ambitious doctrinalist, William Brennan, but also to the cautious
incrementalist, John Marshall Harlan. He describes the highest rituals of legality as re-enactments of the
same cultural deficiencies that cause concern for the rule of law, and he suggests that real protection for legal
values lies in self-confident politics.

Clearly written and forcefully argued, Judicial Power and American Character is an audacious examination
of judicial power as an integral part of an increasingly anxious and intolerant culture. It will be of great
importance to law professors, lawyers and judges, political scientists, and educated citizens interested in
constitutional interpretation, the phenomenon of "political correctness", and the possibility of moral decline.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Frederick:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Judicial Power and American Character: Censoring Ourselves in an Anxious
Age.

Nancy Jackson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Judicial Power and American Character:
Censoring Ourselves in an Anxious Age book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Charles Towns:

The actual book Judicial Power and American Character: Censoring Ourselves in an Anxious Age will bring
that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Judicial Power and
American Character: Censoring Ourselves in an Anxious Age is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jason Nimmons:

The guide with title Judicial Power and American Character: Censoring Ourselves in an Anxious Age
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.
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