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Matthew H. Bowker offers a novel analysis of "experience": the vast and influential concept that has shaped
Western social theory and political practice for the past half-millennium.

While it is difficult to find a branch of modern thought, science, industry, or art that has not relied in some
way on the notion of "experience" in defining its assumptions or aims, no study has yet applied a politically-
conscious and psychologically-sensitive critique to the construct of experience. Doing so reveals that most of
the qualities that have been attributed to experience over the centuries — particularly its unthinkability, its
correspondence with suffering, and its occlusion of the self — are part of unlikely fantasies or ideologies. By
analyzing a series of related cases, including the experiential education movement, the ascendency of trauma
theory, the philosophy of the social contract, and the psychological study of social isolation, the book builds
a convincing case that ideologies of experience are invoked not to keep us close to lived realities and ‘things-
in-themselves,’ but, rather, to distort and destroy true knowledge of ourselves and others.

In spite of enduring admiration for those who may be called champions of experience, such as Michel de
Montaigne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and others treated throughout the work, the ideologies of experience
ultimately discourage individuals and groups from creating, resisting, and changing our experience, urging
us instead to embrace trauma, failure, deprivation, and self-abandonment.
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From reader reviews:

Fidel Auxier:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Ideologies of
Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self suitable to you? The actual book
was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure,
Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Selfis the main of several books which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age
that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Allison Devore:

The book untitled Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self
is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Ideologies of
Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Case:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Catherine Taylor:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by
studying a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self which is keeping
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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