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This is the first English-language biography of the relentlessly ambitious and incomparably talented printer
Giambattista Bodoni (1740-1813). Born to a printing family in the small foothill town of Saluzzo, he left his
comfortable life to travel to Rome in 1758 where he served as an apprentice of Cardinal Spinelli at the
Propaganda Fide press. There, under the sponsorship of Ruggieri, he learned all aspects of the printing craft.
Even then, his real talent lay in type design and punchcutting, especially of the exotic foreign alphabets
needed by the papal office to spread the faith. His life changed when at age 28 he was invited by the Duke of
Parma to abandon Rome for that very French city to establish and direct the ducal press. He remained in
Parma, overseeing a vast variety of printing, some of it pedestrian, but much of it glorious. And all of it
making use of the typefaces he personally designed and engraved. This fine book goes beyond Bodoni's
capacity as a printer; it examines the life and times in which he lived, the turbulent and always fragile
political climate, the fascinating cast of characters that enlivened the ducal court, the impressive list of
visitors making the pilgrimage to Parma, and the unique position Parma occupied, politically Italian but very
much French in terms of taste and culture. Even the food gets its due. The illustrations—of the city, of the
press, of the types and matrices—are captivating, but most striking are the pages from the books he designed,
especially pages from his typographic masterpiece, the Manuale Tipografico, which displayed the myriad
typefaces in multiple sizes that Bodoni had designed and engraved over a long and prolific career. Intriguing,
scholarly, visually arresting, and designed and printed to Bodoni's standards, this title belongs on the shelf of
any self-respecting bibliophile. It not only makes for compelling reading, it will be considered the biography
of record of a great printer for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World.

Randall Yang:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His
World to read.

Andrew Drake:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Giambattista Bodoni:
His Life and His World is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Livia Wilder:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World as your daily resource
information.
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