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Contemporary art has never been so popular - but what is 'contemporary' about contemporary art? What is its
role today, and who is controlling its future?

Bloody toy soldiers, gilded shopping carts, and embroidered tents. Contemporary art is supposed to be a
realm of freedom where artists shock, break taboos, flout generally received ideas, and switch between
confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-dropping triviality. But away from
shock tactics in the gallery, there are many unanswered questions. Who is really running the art world? What
effect has America's growing political and cultural dominance had on art?

Julian Stallabrass takes us inside the international art world to answer these and other controversial
questions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's variety and apparent unpredictability lies a grim
uniformity. Its mysteries are all too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem.
Contemporary art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing slave of business and government.
This book is your antidote and will change the way you see contemporary art.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Contemporary Art: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Bobbie Burke:

The guide with title Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) posesses a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Michael Watkins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Valerie Smith:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Contemporary Art: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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