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The figure of Dai Zhen (1724–1777) looms large in modern Chinese intellectual history. Dai was a
mathematical astronomer and influential polymath who, along with like-minded scholars, sought to balance
understandings of science, technology, and history within the framework of classical Chinese writings.
Exploring ideas in fields as broad-ranging as astronomy, geography, governance, phonology, and etymology,
Dai grappled with Western ideas and philosophies, including Jesuit conceptions of cosmology, which were
so important to the Qing dynasty (1644–1911) court’s need for calendrical precision. Minghui Hu tells the
story of China’s transition to modernity from the perspective of 18th-century Chinese scholars who were
dedicated to examining the present and past with the tools of evidential analysis. Using Dai as the centering
point, Hu shows how the tongru ("broadly learned scholars") of this era navigated Confucian, Jesuit, and
other worldviews during a dynamic period, connecting ancient theories to new knowledge in the process.
Scholars and students of early modern Chinese history—and those examining science, religious, and
intellectual history more broadly—will find China’s Transition to Modernity inspiring and helpful to their
research and teaching.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book China's Transition to Modernity: The New
Classical Vision of Dai Zhen has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book China's Transition to Modernity: The New
Classical Vision of Dai Zhen is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen.
You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Percy Cole:

The ability that you get from China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen will be
the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision
of Dai Zhen giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of China's
Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen instantly.

William Sebastian:

This China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this China's Transition to Modernity:
The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical
Vision of Dai Zhen giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Angel Sutton:

China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen but doesn't forget the main



level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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