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Behind the Scenes, Formerly a Slave, By Elizabeth Keckley, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The
White House, Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley (sometimes spelled Keckly; February 1818 – May 1907)[2] was a
former slave who became a successful seamstress, civic activist and author in Washington, DC. She was best
known as the personal modiste and confidante of Mary Todd Lincoln, the First Lady. Keckley had moved to
Washington in 1860 after buying her freedom and that of her son in St. Louis. She created an independent
business in the capital based on clients who were the wives of the government elite. Among them were
Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis; and Mary Anna Custis Lee, wife of Robert E. Lee. After the
American Civil War, Keckley wrote and published an autobiography, Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a
Slave and Four Years in the White House (1868). It was both a slave narrative and a portrait of the First
Family, especially Mary Todd Lincoln, and considered controversial for breaking privacy about them. It was
also her claim as a businesswoman to be part of the new mixed-race, educated middle-class that were visible
among the leadership of the black community. Keckley's relationship with Mary Todd Lincoln, the
President's wife, was notable for its personal quality and intimacy, as well as its endurance over time.
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From reader reviews:

Carolina Jones:

The book Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White House)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the good thing like a book Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four
Years in The White House)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White
House) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Scott:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White House) provide
you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Sean Owens:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave
(Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White House) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.

Debbie Allen:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White
House) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at
this time book Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White



House). You can more pleasing than now.
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