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The first comprehensive history of principals in the United States.

The Principal’s Office is the first historical examination of one of the most important figures in American
education. Originating as a head teacher in the nineteenth century and evolving into the role of contemporary
educational leader, the school principal has played a central part in the development of American public
education. A local leader who not only manages the daily needs of the school but also represents district and
state officials, the school principal is the connecting hinge between classroom practice and educational
policy. Kate Rousmaniere explores the cultural, economic, and political pressures that have impacted school
leadership over time and considers professionalization, the experiences of women and people of color, and
progressive community initiatives. She discusses the intersections between the role of the school principal
with larger movements for civil rights, parental and community activism, and education reform. The school
principal emerges as a dynamic character in the center of the educational enterprise, ever maneuvering
between multiple constituencies, responding to technical and bureaucratic demands, and enacting different
leadership strategies. By focusing on the historic development of school leadership, this book provides
insights into the possibilities of school improvement for contemporary school leaders and reformers.

“Examining the history of ubiquitous objects is always a fascinating endeavor. The history of how principals
became universal fixtures in public schools over the past two centuries is no less captivating … This
excellent work would be very useful for both a graduate or undergraduate class on the history of American
education, an education class on the culture of public schools, as well as any general survey course on
American social movements. It represents the best kind of work in education and history.” — American
Studies

Kate Rousmaniere is Professor of Educational Leadership at Miami University of Ohio. She is the author of
several books, including Citizen Teacher: The Life and Leadership of Margaret Haley, also published by
SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Adcock:

The book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American
School Principal has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Rene Pina:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the
American School Principal was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the
American School Principal is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal. You
never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mary Brown:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Principal's Office: A Social
History of the American School Principal can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Patrick Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Principal's Office: A
Social History of the American School Principal.
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