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In an age when deleted scenes from Adam Sandler movies are saved, it’s sobering to realize that some of the
world’s greatest prose and poetry has gone missing. This witty, wry, and unique new book rectifies that
wrong. Part detective story, part history lesson, part exposé, The Book of Lost Books is the first guide to
literature’s what-ifs and never-weres.
In compulsively readable fashion, Stuart Kelly reveals details about tantalizing vanished works by the
famous, the acclaimed, and the influential, from the time of cave drawings to the late twentieth century. Here
are the true stories behind stories, poems, and plays that now exist only in imagination:

·Aristophanes’ Heracles, the Stage Manager was one of the playwright’s several spoofs that disappeared.
·Love’s Labours Won may have been a sequel to Shakespeare’s Love’s Labours Lost–or was it just an
alternative title for The Taming of the Shrew?
·Jane Austen’s incomplete novel Sanditon, was a critique of hypochondriacs and cures started when the
author was fatally ill.
·Nikolai Gogol burned the second half of Dead Souls after a religious conversion convinced him that
literature was paganism.
·Some of the thousand pages of William Burroughs’s original Naked Lunch were stolen and sold on the
street by Algerian street boys.
·Sylvia Plath’s widower, Ted Hughes, claimed that the 130 pages of her second novel, perhaps based on their
marriage, were lost after her death.

Whether destroyed (Socrates’ versions of Aesop’s Fables), misplaced (Malcolm Lowry’s Ultramarine was
pinched from his publisher’s car), interrupted by the author’s death (Robert Louis Stevenson’s Weir of
Hermiston), or simply never begun (Vladimir Nabokov’s Speak, America, a second volume of his memoirs),
these missing links create a history of literature for a parallel world. Civilized and satirical, erudite yet
accessible, The Book of Lost Books is itself a find.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

Here thing why this kind of The Book of Lost Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll
Never Read are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Book of Lost Books: An
Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with The Book of Lost
Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Book of
Lost Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read in e-book can be your choice.

Irene Forrest:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Book of Lost Books: An Incomplete
History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read reserve written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation The Book of Lost Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Daniel Johnson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is The Book of Lost Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll
Never Read this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal
all of you.

Glen Bass:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have



many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book The
Book of Lost Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Book of
Lost Books: An Incomplete History of All the Great Books You'll Never Read. You can more attractive than
now.
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