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Now associated with family health clubs, the YMCA's bland image is the result of relentless outreach and the
studied avoidance of controversy. But, as John Gustav-Wrathall shows in his revealing social history of the
organization, the life of the YMCA has been filled with strife, tragedy, and irony, a life that itself reflects the
struggle over the shifting societal mores regarding masculine friendship and intimacy. Take the Young
Stranger by the Hand presents the YMCA as an institution of profound contradictions, reflective of society's
views of same-sex love and sexuality.

"Gustav-Wrathall's book offers an in-depth history of the origins and purposes of the Young Men's Christian
Association and how it evolved into—and out of—a gay playland."—Arnie Kantrowitz, Lambda Book
Report

"The book's absorbing exploration of the sometimes schismatic, sometimes synergistic relationship between
spirituality and sexuality is a fascinating addition to the growing body of social history."—Jim Van Buskirk,
San Francisco Bay Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Take the Young Stranger by the
Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) book
because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Louis Vasquez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the
YMCA (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

George Thomas:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. From the book Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA (The
Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Take the Young Stranger by the Hand:
Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society). You can more
attractive than now.

Raymond Dixon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA



(The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) when you desired it?
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