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Based on an award-winning thesis, this volume is a pioneering study of musical theatre and popular culture
and its relation to the production of identity in Lebanon in the second half of the twentieth century.

In the aftermath of the departure of the French from Lebanon and the civil violence of 1958, the Rahbani
brothers (Asi and Mansour) staged a series of folkloric musical theatrical extravaganzas at the annual
Ba‘labakk festival which highlighted the talents of Asi’s wife, the Lebanese diva Fairouz, arguably the most
famous living Arab singer. The inclusion of these folkloric vignettes into the festival’s otherwise European
dominated cultural agenda created a powerful nation-building combination of what Partha Chatterjee calls
the ‘appropriation of the popular’ and the ‘classicization of tradition.’

The Rahbani project coincides with the confluence of increasing internal and external migration in Lebanon,
as well as with the rapid development of mass media technology, of which the Ba'labakk festival can be seen
as an extension. Employing theories of nationalism, modernity, globalism and locality, this book shows that
these factors combined to give the project a potent identity-forming power.

Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon is the first study of Fairouz and the Rahbani family in English
and will appeal to students and researchers in the field of Middle East studies, Popular culture and musical
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) had been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Literatures) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in
Middle Eastern Literatures). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Mary Hanlon:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) can be your answer as it can be read by
you who have those short free time problems.

Darla Kemp:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Andrea Quirk:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you



personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz
and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) can make you experience more
interested to read.
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