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For Kerry Kennedy, who grew up in a devoutly Catholic household coping with great loss, her family’s faith
was a constant source of strength and solace. As an adult, she came to question some of the attitudes and
teachings of the Catholic Church while remaining an impassioned believer in its role as a defender of the
poor and oppressed.

“Generations ago,” says Kennedy, “the search for spirituality came predefined and prepackaged. [The
Church] not only gave us all the answers, it even gave us the questions to ask.” Now many of the old
certainties are being reexamined. In an attempt to convey this sea change, Kennedy asked thirty-seven
American Catholics to speak candidly about their own faith—whether lost, recovered, or deepened—and
about their feelings regarding the way the Church hierarchy is moving forward.

The voices included here range from respectful to reproachful and from appreciative to angry. Speaking their
minds are businesspeople, actors and entertainers, educators, journalists, politicians, union leaders, nuns,
priests—even a cardinal. Some love the Church; some feel intensely that the Church wronged them. All have
an illuminating insight or perspective.

Kerry Kennedy herself speaks of the joy of growing up as one of Robert and Ethel Kennedy’ s eleven
children, of the tragedies that eventually befell her family, and of how religion was deeply woven through
good times and bad. Journalist Andrew Sullivan talks about reconciling his devout Catholicism with the
Church’s condemnation of his identity as a gay man. TV newswoman Cokie Roberts recalls the nuns who
taught her and “took girls seriously when nobody else did.” Comedian Bill Maher declares, “I hate religion.
It’s the worst thing in the world”—and goes on to defend his bold assertion. Writer Anna Quindlen depicts a
common parental challenge: passing along traditions and values to a younger generation sometimes deaf to
spiritual messages.

Through these and many other voices that speak not only to Catholics but to all of us, Being Catholic Now
redefines an ancient institution in the most contemporary of terms.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Being Catholic Now:
Prominent Americans Talk About Change in the Church and the Quest for Meaning to read.

Johnnie Lewis:

This Being Catholic Now: Prominent Americans Talk About Change in the Church and the Quest for
Meaning usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Being
Catholic Now: Prominent Americans Talk About Change in the Church and the Quest for Meaning can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Being Catholic Now: Prominent Americans Talk About Change in the Church and the Quest for Meaning
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Paul Ring:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Being Catholic Now: Prominent Americans Talk About Change in the Church
and the Quest for Meaning can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short
spare time problems.

Ricardo Kiernan:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Being Catholic Now: Prominent Americans Talk About Change in



the Church and the Quest for Meaning can make you really feel more interested to read.
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