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Terry McDonell has top-edited some of the most influential publications in American journalism. His new
book pulls back the curtain on his four-decade career as an editor, journalist, and media entrepreneur, with
stops at more than a dozen magazines: from the launch of Outside through tenures at Rolling Stone,
Newsweek, Esquire, Sports Illustrated, and, most recently, cofounding the literary website LitHub.

McDonell lays out the realities between editors and writers with deadlines ticking, or with drinks on the bar.
His stories about the journalists, writers, and media personalities he has known can be both heartbreaking
and bitingly funny—playing “acid golf” with Hunter S. Thompson, practicing brinksmanship with David
Carr and Steve Jobs, working the European fashion scene with Liz Tilberis, pitching TV pilots with Richard
Price.

Here, too, is an insider’s practical advice on how to recruit—and keep—high-profile talent; how to craft a
compelling lede; how to grow online traffic that translates into dollars; and how, in whatever format, on
whatever platform, a good editor really works. Taking us from the raucous days of New Journalism to
today’s digital landscape, McDonell argues that the demand for storytelling from trustworthy news sources
keeps getting stronger.

A celebration of the pressures, obsessions, and satisfactions of a writing and editing life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on
Writing and Writers will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

John McKenzie:

The experience that you get from The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers could be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on
Writing and Writers giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The
Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers instantly.

Phyllis Granger:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers, you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Donna Valdez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Accidental Life: An
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