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Like most of Shakespeare’s history plays, King John presents a struggle for the English crown. The struggle
this time, however, is strikingly cold-blooded and brutal.

John, the younger brother of the late Richard I, is the king, and a savage one. His opponent is a boy, his
nephew Arthur, supported by the King of France and the Duke of Austria. After Arthur falls into John’s
hands, John plots to torture him. Arthur’s capture gives Louis, the Dauphin of France, the opportunity to lay
claim to John’s crown. John’s nobles support Louis, but he schemes to betray them.

The play finds its hero in another figure: the Bastard, Sir Richard Plantagenet, an illegitimate son of Richard
I. Although he has an appetite for war, he also has a strong conscience and speaks with trenchant irony.

The authoritative edition of King John from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used
Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Deborah T. Curren-Aquino

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever they
consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
should have this King John (Folger Shakespeare Library).

Erik Herrera:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this King John (Folger Shakespeare
Library) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Michael Earl:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take King John (Folger Shakespeare Library) as the daily resource information.

Jesse Eriksen:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list is usually King John (Folger Shakespeare Library). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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