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This is the story of Margarida de Portu, a fourteenth-century French medieval woman accused of poisoning
her husband to death. As Bednarski points out, the story is important not so much for what it tells us about
Margarida but for how it illuminates a past world. Through the depositions and accusations made in court,
the reader learns much about medieval women, female agency, kin networks, solidarity, sex, sickness,
medicine, and law.

Unlike most histories, this book does not remove the author from the analysis. Rather, it lays bare the
working methods of the historian. Throughout his tale, Bednarski skillfully weaves a second narrative about
how historians "do" history, highlighting the rewards and pitfalls of working with primary sources.

The book opens with a chapter on microhistory as a genre and explains its strengths, weaknesses, and
inherent risks. Next is a narrative of Margarida's criminal trial, followed by chapters on the civil suits and
appeal and Margarida's eventual fate. The book features a rough copy of a court notary, a notorial act, and a
sample of a criminal inquest record in the original Latin. A timeline of Margarida's life, list of characters,
and two family trees provide useful information on key people in the story. A map of late medieval
Manosque is also provided.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de
Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically).

Lewis Manns:

Often the book A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused
Poisoner (Thinking Historically) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article
book.

Karl Wolfe:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This A Poisoned Past: The Life and
Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Bradley Ray:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a
Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication
you can get many advantages.
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