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Hava Shapiro is among the nearly forgotten Jewish women writers who sought acceptance in Jewish literary
circles of the last century. Born in Slavuta (modern-day Ukraine) in 1878, she published works of fiction,
memoir, literary criticism, and journalism, including a volume of short fiction and a scholarly monograph on
the Czech leader Masaryk. Her handwritten diary—the first known diary to be kept by a woman in
Hebrew—evokes not only the momentous events of her day but also the experiences of women like herself
who failed to follow the dictates of Jewish tradition and aspired to roles beyond those of wife and mother.

In “To Tread New Ground”: Selected Writings of Hava Shapiro, editors and translators Carole B. Balin and
Wendy I. Zierler present an English anthology of Shapiro’s late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
Hebrew writings. The selection culls from her short fiction, feminist literary criticism, reportage and literary
essays, as well as her diary and hundreds of letters. Shapiro chronicled, publicly and privately, such
cataclysmic events as the Russian Revolution and both World Wars in addition to critical episodes in the
Jewish past, including pogroms, mass migration, ruptures in traditional Jewish life, and the development of
Zionism. A list of Shapiro’s intimates, whom she describes in both her diary and published reminiscences,
reads like a “who’s who” of the Russian Haskalah, including Y. L. Peretz, Reuven Brainin, David
Frischmann, Nahum Sokolov, Micha Yosef Berdischevsky, and Hayim Nahman Bialik. To further
contextualize Shapiro’s writings, Balin and Zierler include a thorough introduction and translations of
critical essays about Shapiro.

Balin and Zierler’s Hebrew edition of Shapiro’s writing, Behikansi atah, which was published in Israel in
2008, brought the first broad attention and readership to Shapiro’s remarkable biography and writings. The
translations in “To Tread New Ground,” which include previously uncollected materials, will be welcomed
by English-speaking readers interested in Hebrew literature, East European Jewish history, and gender
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Angeline Stallings:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings
of Hava Shapiro as your daily resource information.

Kristy Douglas:

The book "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew
Writings of Hava Shapiro is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carmen Helton:

The reason why? Because this "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Nancy Landry:

You can find this "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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