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As London emerged from the devastation of the Second World War, planners and policymakers sought to
rebuild the city in ways that would reshape the behavior of its citizens as much as it would its buildings and
infrastructure—a program defined by a strong emphasis on civic order and conservative values of national
community. One of the groups most significantly affected by this new, moralistic climate of reformation and
renewal was queer men, whom the police, the media, and lawmakers targeted as an urgent urban problem by
marking their lives and desires as criminal and deviant.
 
In The Spiv and the Architect, Richard Hornsey examines how queer men legitimized, resisted, and
reinvented this ambitious reconstruction program, which extended from the design of basic public spaces and
municipal libraries to private living rooms and home decor. From their association with the urban stereotype
of the spiv (slang for a young petty criminal who lived by his wits and shirked legitimate work) and
vilification in the tabloids as perverts to the assimilated homosexuals within reformist psychology, Hornsey
details how these efforts to transform London fundamentally restructured the experiences and identities of
gay men in the city and throughout the country.
 
Providing the first critical history of this cultural moment, In The Spiv and the Architect weaves together a
vast archive of sources—canvases and photobooth self-portraits by the painter Francis Bacon, urban
planning documents and drawings, popular fiction and films, autobiographical and psychological accounts of
homosexuality, design exhibitions about the modern British home, and the library books defaced by the
playwright Joe Orton—to present both a radically revised account of homosexuality in postwar London and
an important new narrative about mid-twentieth-century British modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Senn:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar
London.

Marvin Murphy:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get prior to. The The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London giving you another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Dora Champagne:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Spiv and
the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life
in Postwar London become your personal starter.

Melinda Walton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life
in Postwar London book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly
Life in Postwar London as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one



publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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