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The Life of the Automobile is the first comprehensive world history of the car.

The automobile has arguably shaped the modern era more profoundly than any other human invention, and
author Steven Parissien examines the impact, development, and significance of the automobile over its
turbulent and colorful 130-year history. Readers learn the grand and turbulent history of the motor car, from
its earliest appearance in the 1880s—as little more than a powered quadricycle—and the innovations of the
early pioneer carmakers. The author examines the advances of the interwar era, the Golden Age of the 1950s,
and the iconic years of the 1960s to the decades of doubt and uncertainty following the oil crisis of 1973, the
global mergers of the 1990s, the bailouts of the early twenty-first century, and the emergence of the electric
car.

This is not just a story of horsepower and performance but a tale of extraordinary people: of intuitive
carmakers such as Karl Benz, Sir Henry Royce, Giovanni Agnelli (Fiat), André Citroën, and Louis Renault;
of exceptionally gifted designers such as the eccentric, Ohio-born Chris Bangle (BMW); and of visionary
industrialists such as Henry Ford, Ferdinand Porsche (the Volkswagen Beetle), and Gene Bordinat (the Ford
Mustang), among numerous other game changers.

Above all, this comprehensive history demonstrates how the epic story of the car mirrors the history of the
modern era, from the brave hopes and soaring ambitions of the early twentieth century to the cynicism and
ecological concerns of a century later. Bringing to life the flamboyant entrepreneurs, shrewd businessmen,
and gifted engineers that worked behind the scenes to bring us horsepower and performance, The Life of the
Automobile is a globe-spanning account of the auto industry that is sure to rev the engines of entrepreneurs
and gearheads alike.
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From reader reviews:

June Weiss:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Life of the Automobile: The Complete History of the
Motor Car.

Cathy Duran:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Life of the Automobile: The
Complete History of the Motor Car is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gary Lewis:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Life of the Automobile: The Complete History of the Motor
Car can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Michael Larose:

Beside this The Life of the Automobile: The Complete History of the Motor Car in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It
is good thing to have The Life of the Automobile: The Complete History of the Motor Car because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book and also read it from right now!
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