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Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian is the most ambitious photographic and ethnographic record
of Native American cultures ever produced. Published between 1907 and 1930 as a series of twenty volumes
and portfolios, the work contains more than two thousand photographs intended to document the traditional
culture of every Native American tribe west of the Mississippi. Many critics have claimed that Curtis's
images present Native peoples as a "vanishing race," hiding both their engagement with modernity and the
history of colonial violence. But in this major reappraisal of Curtis's work, Shamoon Zamir argues instead
that Curtis's photography engages meaningfully with the crisis of culture and selfhood brought on by the
dramatic transformations of Native societies. This crisis is captured profoundly, and with remarkable
empathy, in Curtis's images of the human face. Zamir also contends that we can fully understand this
achievement only if we think of Curtis's Native subjects as coauthors of his project.

This radical reassessment is presented as a series of close readings that explore the relationship of aesthetics
and ethics in photography. Zamir's richly illustrated study resituates Curtis's work in Native American
studies and in the histories of photography and visual anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Gift of the Face:
Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in
Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indianis the main of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Randy Garrison:

The reserve with title The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American
Indian includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tammy Ely:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North
American Indian it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book has high quality.

Ollie Johnson:

The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American
Indian nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm



resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.
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