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Josef Stalin exercised supreme power in the Soviet Union from 1929 until his death in 1953. During that
quarter-century, by Oleg Khlevniuk’s estimate, he caused the imprisonment and execution of no fewer than a
million Soviet citizens per year. Millions more were victims of famine directly resulting from Stalin's
policies. What drove him toward such ruthlessness? This essential biography, by the author most deeply
familiar with the vast archives of the Soviet era, offers an unprecedented, fine-grained portrait of Stalin the
man and dictator. Without mythologizing Stalin as either benevolent or an evil genius, Khlevniuk resolves
numerous controversies about specific events in the dictator’s life while assembling many hundreds of
previously unknown letters, memos, reports, and diaries into a comprehensive, compelling narrative of a life
that altered the course of world history.
 
In brief, revealing prologues to each chapter, Khlevniuk takes his reader into Stalin’s favorite dacha, where
the innermost circle of Soviet leadership gathered as their vozhd lay dying. Chronological chapters then
illuminate major themes: Stalin’s childhood, his involvement in the Revolution and the early Bolshevik
government under Lenin, his assumption of undivided power and mandate for industrialization and
collectivization, the Terror, World War II, and the postwar period. At the book’s conclusion, the author
presents a cogent warning against nostalgia for the Stalinist era.
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From reader reviews:

Salvatore Anthony:

The book Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Stalin: New
Biography of a Dictator? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Stalin: New
Biography of a Dictator has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Pamelia Thompson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Stalin: New Biography of a
Dictator which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Nancy Harris:

You may get this Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Teresa Obannon:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator. You can more
inviting than now.
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