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"The personality of a general is indispensable," Napoleon once said. "He is the head, he is the all, of an
army." In Masters of the Battlefield, Paul K. Davis offers vivid portraits of fifteen legendary military leaders
whose brilliance on and off the battlefield embody this maxim.

Hailing from the earliest days of Greek warfare to France at the turn of the nineteenth century, these men
stand out for their tactical abilities--generals who made a difference in combat, grasping the way an enemy
would think or move and reacting not just to ensure victory, but do so in the face of superior forces. Among
the leaders discussed in this encompassing work of military history are Alexander the Great, Hannibal,
Scipio Africanus, Belisarius, Chinggis Khan, Oda Nobunaga, the Duke of Wellington, and Napoleon
Bonaparte. Davis briefly explores the biography of each commander, considering how his upbringing, early
experiences, and social and cultural background might have translated into his leadership abilities. Relying
on vast research, Davis describes the nature of armies and warfare of the time, from the phalanx battle of
Ancient Greece to the artillery-heavy Swedish army under Gustavus Adolphus. He also examines the course
of the wars in which each general fought as a background to the particular battles that best illustrates their
abilities, and discusses each battle in detail, aided extensively by detailed battlefield maps. Davis concludes
each section with an analysis of the tactical skills and principles at which each general excelled.

In analyzing these remarkable leaders, Davis offers a picture of warfare throughout history, and shows this
history to be directed--and oftentimes wholly decided--by the abilities of a single man. Masters of the
Battlefield tells the stories of men who defined eras, reshaped nations, and who, through the introduction of
new weapons and tactics, revolutionized the nature of warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Masters of the Battlefield: Great Commanders
From the Classical Age to the Napoleonic Era book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Raymond Phillips:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Masters of the Battlefield: Great Commanders From the Classical Age to the Napoleonic Era, you
may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a guide.

Lisa Lee:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this Masters of the Battlefield: Great Commanders From the Classical Age to the Napoleonic Era.

John Dame:

Often the book Masters of the Battlefield: Great Commanders From the Classical Age to the Napoleonic Era
has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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