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"Why don't you come up and see me sometime?" Mae West invited and promptly captured the imagination
of generations. Even today, years after her death, the actress and author is still regarded as the pop archetype
of sexual wantonness and ribald humor. But who was this saucy starlet, a woman who was controversial
enough to be jailed, pursued by film censors and banned from the airwaves for the revolutionary content of
her work, and yet would ascend to the status of film legend?
Sifting through previously untapped sources, author Jill Watts unravels the enigmatic life of Mae West,
tracing her early years spent in the Brooklyn subculture of boxers and underworld figures, and follows her
journey through burlesque, vaudeville, Broadway and, finally, Hollywood, where she quickly became one of
the big screen's most popular--and colorful--stars. Exploring West's penchant for contradiction and her
carefully perpetuated paradoxes, Watts convincingly argues that Mae West borrowed heavily from African
American culture, music, dance and humor, creating a subversive voice for herself by which she artfully
challenged society and its assumptions regarding race, class and gender. Viewing West as a trickster, Watts
demonstrates that by appropriating for her character the black tradition of double-speak and "signifying,"
West also may have hinted at her own African-American ancestry and the phenomenon of a black woman
passing for white.
This absolutely fascinating study is the first comprehensive, interpretive account of Mae West's life and
work. It reveals a beloved icon as a radically subversive artist consciously creating her own complex image.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Mae West: An Icon in Black and
White book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Brandon Inouye:

This Mae West: An Icon in Black and White are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Mae West: An Icon in Black and White can be one of many great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Mae West: An Icon in
Black and White forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Nicholas Schindler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Mae West: An Icon in Black and White it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Marla Fiske:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Mae West: An Icon in Black and
White publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Mae West: An Icon in Black and White as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain
book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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