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February 21, 1848, the House of Representatives, Washington D.C.: Congressman John Quincy Adams,
rising to speak, suddenly collapses at his desk; two days later, he dies in the Speaker’s chamber. The public
mourning that followed, writes Paul C. Nagel, “exceeded anything previously seen in America. Forgotten
was his failed presidency and his often cold demeanor. It was the memory of an extraordinary human
being—one who in his last years had fought heroically for the right of petition and against a war to expand
slavery—that drew a grateful people to salute his coffin in the Capitol and to stand by the railroad tracks as
his bier was transported from Washington to Boston.”

Nagel probes deeply into the psyche of this cantankerous, misanthropic, erudite, hardworking son of a
former president whose remarkable career spanned many offices: minister to Holland, Russia, and England,
U.S. senator, secretary of state, president of the United States (1825-1829), and, finally, U.S. representative
(the only ex-president to serve in the House). On the basis of a thorough study of Adams’ seventy-year diary,
among a host of other documents, the author gives us a richer account than we have yet had of JQA’s
life—his passionate marriage to Louisa Johnson, his personal tragedies (two sons lost to alcoholism), his
brilliant diplomacy, his recurring depression, his exasperating behavior—and shows us why, in the end, only
Abraham Lincoln’s death evoked a great out-pouring of national sorrow in nineteenth-century America.

We come to see how much Adams disliked politics and hoped for more from life than high office; how he
sought distinction in literacy and scientific endeavors, and drew his greatest pleasure from being a poet,
critic, translator, essayist, botanist, and professor of oratory at Harvard; how tension between the public and
private Adams vexed his life; and how his frustration kept his masked and aloof (and unpopular). Nagel’s
great achievement, in this first biography of America’s sixth president in a quarter century, is finally to
portray Adams in all his talent and complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Perry:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private
Life. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Wilfred Walker:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A
Private Life, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Bruce Herrera:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private
Life guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt John Quincy Adams: A Public Life,
A Private Life as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Theresa Collins:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book John Quincy Adams: A Public
Life, A Private Life to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life can to be
your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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