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In 1989 Susan Johann was hired to photograph Christopher Durang for a magazine article about his play
Naomi in Her Living Room. The playwright was known for his outrageous comedy, so Johann anticipated a
session with a rather wild, young eccentric. To her surprise, the man who came to her studio was mild
mannered and buttoned down. Johann found this twist captivating, and it was then that this project was born.
Over the ensuing twenty-year period, she photographed more than ninety playwrights, including many
winners of the Pulitzer Prize and other prestigious awards.
Johann photographed Wendy Wasserstein, Anna Deavere Smith, August Wilson, and Nilo Cruz in the weeks
after they won the Pulitzer. Tony Kushner sat for his portrait between the productions of part 1 and part 2 of
Angels in America. Eve Ensler came to Johann’s studio during the week she was previewing her famous
one-woman show, The Vagina Monologues, and George C. Wolfe sat for her the morning after his play
Spunk opened at the Public Theater.
Each playwright was photographed in Johann’s studio using the same film, a single light, and a plain
backdrop, creating a portrait that captures and distills something essential?an intimate view. Her interviews
explore the writers’ personal and creative journeys including their inspirations, roadblocks, and obsessions,
which influenced their work on paper and on the stage. Even those who know Edward Albee’s plays
intimately, for example, may be surprised by his incisive wit and inimitable voice as revealed in his
interview with Johann.
Beyond the book, Focus on Playwrights is also a live, multimedia presentation in which Johann narrates an
inside look at creativity?the theater and photography. It has been given at such venues as the New Dramatists
in New York, the Eugene O’Neill Theater, the Tryon Fine Arts Center and at the Photo Expo in New York.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Bull:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Focus on Playwrights: Portraits and Interviews will
make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Gregory Jager:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Focus on Playwrights:
Portraits and Interviews book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Roberto Fetter:

The publication with title Focus on Playwrights: Portraits and Interviews includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Aaron Thomsen:

The particular book Focus on Playwrights: Portraits and Interviews has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after looking over this book.
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