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They were the healers, teachers, and writers, the “wise ones” of Nahuatl-speaking cultures in Mexico,
remembered in painted codices and early colonial manuscripts of Mesoamerica as the guardians of
knowledge. Yet they very often seem bound to an unrecoverable past, as stereotypes prevent some from
linking the words “indigenous” and “intellectual” together.

Not so, according to author Kelly S. McDonough, at least not for native speakers of Nahuatl, one of the most
widely spoken and best-documented indigenous languages of the Americas. This book focuses on how
Nahuas have been deeply engaged with the written word ever since the introduction of the Roman alphabet
in the early sixteenth century. Dipping into distinct time periods of the past five hundred years, this broad
perspective allows McDonough to show the heterogeneity of Nahua knowledge and writing as Nahuas took
up the pen as agents of their own discourses and agendas.

McDonough worked collaboratively with contemporary Nahua researchers and students, reconnecting the
theorization of a population with the population itself. The Learned Ones describes the experience of reading
historic text with native speakers today, some encountering Nahua intellectuals and their writing for the very
first time. It intertwines the written word with oral traditions and embodied knowledge, aiming to retie the
strand of alphabetic writing to the dynamic trajectory of Nahua intellectual work.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The book The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in
Indigenous Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a good thing like a book The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First
Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in
Indigenous Studies) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jerri Montgomery:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Learned
Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies).

Cora Blanchette:

The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in
Indigenous Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word
into joy arrangement in writing The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First
Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Gary Lund:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First



Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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