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Victoria Bricker shows that "history" sometimes rests on mythological foundations and that "myth" can
contain valid historical information. Her book, which is a highly original critique of postconquest
historiography about the Maya, challenges major assumptions about the relationship between myth and
history implicit in structuralist interpretations. The focus of the book is ethnic conflict, a theme that pervades
Maya folklore and is also well documented historically.

The book begins with the Spanish conquest of the Maya. In chapters on the postconquest history of the
Maya, five ethnic conflicts are treated in depth: the Cancuc revolt of 1712, the Quisteil uprising of 1761, the
Totonicapan rebellion of 1820, the Caste War of Yucatan (1847-1901), and the Chamulan uprising in 1869.
Analytical chapters consider the relationship between historical events and modern folklore about ethnic
conflict. Bricker demonstrates that myths and rituals emphasize structure at the expense of temporal and
geographical provenience, treating events separated by centuries or thousands of miles as equivalent and
interchangeable.

An unexpected result of Bricker's research is the finding that many seemingly aboriginal elements in Maya
folklore are actually of postconquest origin, and she shows that it is possible to determine precisely when
and, more important, why they become part of myth and ritual. Furthermore, she finds that the patterning of
the accretion of events in folklore over time provides clues to the function, or meaning, of myth and ritual for
the Maya.

Bricker has made use of many unpublished documents in Spanish, English, and Maya, as well as standard
synthetic historical works. The appendices contain extensive samples of the oral traditions that are explained
by her analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

The feeling that you get from The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and
Ritual could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Indian Christ, the
Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of
Maya Myth and Ritual instantly.

Delores Nault:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual.

Whitney Ortez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of
Maya Myth and Ritual it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book provides high quality.

Nick Gulbranson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The
Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering



this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need
to have The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual.
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