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The inspiring history of NYSUT, New York State’s largest union, and a powerful progressive force in the
state and in the country.

This book tells the story of the rise of New York State United Teachers (NYSUT), New York State’s largest
union. Using first-hand accounts by rank-and-file teachers as well as leaders, Dennis Gaffney documents
how teachers, once underpaid and hopelessly divided, finally organized, lifting themselves from the
underclass to the middle class to become a formidable grassroots political force able to defeat and elect U.S.
senators. He describes how New York’s teachers sparked the modern-day teachers’ movement, and what key
lessons other labor unions can learn from NYSUT’s unity and success. Teachers United also shows how
NYSUT has been a leader of educational reform, winning more money for education, creating smaller
classes, raising academic standards, and training better teachers.

“…a fun read.” — Industrial and Labor Relations Review

“…Gaffney’s narrative detailing the rise of NYSUT is a positive contribution to labor history.” — Register
of the Kentucky Historical Society

“Anyone interested in progressive change should read Teachers United. It’s a blueprint for successful
grassroots organizing, describing how New York’s teachers, through NYSUT, transformed themselves from
a divided and politically marginalized bunch into one of the most influential and positive forces in our state
and in our country.” — United States Senator Charles E. Schumer (D-NY)

“Public education is among the most central functions of government in a democracy and, in New York
State, NYSUT is arguably the single most influential organization in the field of education. For the first time,
Dennis Gaffney tells the story of this influential group and sheds light on the rationale for teacher unionism
and for teacher unity.” — Richard D. Kahlenberg, author of Tough Liberal: Albert Shanker and the Battles
over Schools, Unions, Race, and Democracy

“What a pleasure to read a modern-day labor history, so informative and consistently engaging, that brings
alive the struggles of those who have built one of the most successful unions of the last half-century:
NYSUT. I’d recommend this book to all students of labor history and activists who want a reminder of how
vital and essential unions still are. I was inspired.” — John J. Sweeney, President, AFL-CIO

“Dennis Gaffney has produced a lively narrative that keeps the action moving across many years of NYSUT
union activity. He’s also managed to write what amounts to a book-within-a-book, with a compelling
biography of founder Albert Shanker embedded in a larger story of organized labor.” — Paul Grondahl,
author of Mayor Corning: Albany Icon, Albany Enigma

Dennis Gaffney is a freelance journalist based in Albany, New York, who has written for numerous venues
over the past twenty years, including Mother Jones, the Nation, the New York Times, the History Channel
Magazine, and the Christian Science Monitor. He has worked as a writer and video producer at WGBH,
Boston’s PBS station, and has written for the companion websites for American Experience and Antiques



Roadshow. A graduate of Wesleyan University with a degree in history, he is now Adjunct Professor in the
Department of Journalism at the University at Albany, State University of New York.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Johnson:

Here thing why this specific Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United Teachers are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United
Teachers giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no book that similar with Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United Teachers. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United Teachers in e-book can be your alternative.

Donna Hufnagel:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United Teachers can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mary Brown:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United
Teachers can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Teachers United: The
Rise of New York State United Teachers.

Ricardo Hempel:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United Teachers we can get more advantage. Don't you
to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Teachers United:



The Rise of New York State United Teachers. You can more attractive than now.
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