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This study contends that folly is of fundamental importance to the implicit philosophical vision of
Shakespeare’s drama. The discourse of folly’s wordplay, jubilant ironies, and vertiginous paradoxes furnish
Shakespeare with a way of understanding that lays bare the hypocrisies and absurdities of the serious world.
Like Erasmus, More, and Montaigne before him, Shakespeare employs folly as a mode of understanding that
does not arrogantly insist upon the veracity of its own claims – a fool’s truth, after all, is spoken by a fool.
Yet, as this study demonstrates, Shakespearean folly is not the sole preserve of professional jesters and
garrulous clowns, for it is also apparent on a thematic, conceptual, and formal level in virtually all of his
plays. Examining canonical histories, comedies, and tragedies, this study is the first to either contextualize
Shakespearean folly within European humanist thought, or to argue that Shakespeare’s philosophy of folly is
part of a subterranean strand of Western philosophy, which itself reflects upon the folly of the wise. This
strand runs from the philosopher-fool Socrates through to Montaigne and on to Nietzsche, but finds its most
sustained expression in the Critical Theory of the mid to late twentieth-century, when the self-destructive
potential latent in rationality became an historical reality. This book makes a substantial contribution to the
fields of Shakespeare, Renaissance humanism, Critical Theory, and Literature and Philosophy. It illustrates,
moreover, how rediscovering the philosophical potential of folly may enable us to resist the growing
dominance of instrumental thought in the cultural sphere.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Lemieux:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism,
Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suitable book with you?

Ellen Jorge:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need that Shakespeare's Folly:
Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare) to read.

Kristen Hamilton:

Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare) can be one
of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in
Shakespeare) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.

Bonnie Daves:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in
Shakespeare) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person
must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this book Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge



Studies in Shakespeare). You can more pleasing than now.
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